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Grey-headed Lapwings are monogamous and breed from March to August (Takahashi 2007 (Takahashi , 2008 in northeastern China and Japan and migrate to the northern part of Southeast Asia in the non-breeding season (Sonobe & Usui 1993; Piersma 1996 , Fig 1) . Later reports showed an expanded breeding range to the south primarily along the Pacific seaboard to Abstract: Sightings of Grey-headed Lapwings wintering in Kerala were compiled from different sources. With a total of 77 sightings from 1999-2016 in Kerala the bird, which was earlier thought to be a rare winter visitor, was found to be a frequent visitor to the state. Kole wetland, Vellayani-Punchakkari paddy fields and Kattampally wetlands were the sites in Kerala with fairly regular sightings of the bird. From the records, it was found that they are here from October to April, with a maximum number of sightings in January.
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western Japan and southern Japan (Takahashi 2007 (Takahashi , 2008 . According to Robson (2005) and Bamford et al. (2008) , the Grey-headed Lapwing has two breeding populations -a sedentary population in Japan and a larger migratory population breeding in north-eastern China and wintering in southern China, Indochina, Myanmar, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and parts of mainland Southeast Asia. After October most of the population breeding in snowy regions head south, but some of them stay and winter in the breeding grounds and the birds that went south return to the breeding sites around late February (Takahashi 2007 (Takahashi , 2008 . The largest wintering concentrations of these birds were recorded in Bangladesh and China (Bamford et al. 2008; Li & Mundkur 2004) .
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F fi g u r e 2 . N um b e r o ff G r e yh e a d e d L a pw fi n g w fi n t e r fi n g fi n K e r a l a N um b e r o ff G r e y -h e a d e d L a pw fi n g F fi g u r e 3 . M o n t h l y s fi g h fi n g o ff G r e y -h e a d e d L a pw fi n g fi n K e r a l a M o n t h l y s fi g h fi n g o ff G r e y -h e a d e d L a pw fi n g fi n K e r a l a Im a g e 1 . F l o c k o ff G r e y -h e a d e d L a pw fi n g fi n V e n c h a l fi p a d am , M a l a p p u r am In Tamil Nadu, Santharam et al. (2006) reported frequent sightings of Grey-headed Lapwings in recent years, which is thought to be an extended range in coastal Tamil Nadu. Records from Kerala suggest that as in the case of Tamil Nadu they are making Kerala also a frequent wintering zone. Most of the birds are found to be adults with pectoral bands (Image 2) contrary to the observation of Ali & Ripley (1983) where they mentioned that a large proportion of birds visiting India are young birds without pectoral bands. Even though this data fails to interpret the actual number of birds wintering in the area, it reflects the wintering pattern of the bird in Kerala.
